



BRIEFING ON A QUARTER OF (www.AQuarterOf.co.uk)

A Quarter Of

A Quarter Of is the UK’s largest, traditional, online sweetshop and sells over 700 varieties of sweets including retro favourites like Wham Bars, Anglo Bubbly, Black Jacks, Chelsea Whoppers, Fizzy Cola Bottles and Flying Saucers. The website instantly transports consumers back to their childhood with its treasure trove of sweet delights, reminiscences from memory lane and good, old-fashioned service.  
The website offers sweets by the quarter as well as gift boxes for all occasions from Father’s Day to Halloween, wedding favours and a range of corporate gifts.
Background to the Company
A Quarter Of (www.AQuarterOf.co.uk) was born seven years ago in 2002 after Michael Parker had a conversation in a pub with his brother, reminiscing about all the sweets they used to buy from a small sweetshop at the end of his road called ‘The Chocolate Box’.  This led to discussions about setting up a fun, old-fashioned, sweetshop although Michael didn’t think it would progress because he didn’t think it would be possible to make or find all the old sweets from the past.

However, Michael couldn’t let go of the idea, particularly as all the family and friends he mentioned the concept to thought it was brilliant and kept asking him to track down their personal childhood favourites. At the same time, he also did a bit of research and discovered that some of the old sweets were still being made and decided to set up his own confectionery business, believing that a website would be the best way to bring a huge variety of sweets to nostalgic Britons.

He wanted A Quarter Of’s website to be an online version of an old fashioned sweetshop that would bring fun, enjoyment and a large measure of nostalgia to its users and his inspiration came from the old comic, Whizzer and Chips (now sadly defunct). Michael found Colin Whittock to draw all the cartoons for the site in the style of the old comic.

The website is expanding rapidly, particularly during the Credit Crunch, with sweet sales up by 50% on 2008 figures.  Michael Parker puts this down to people being happy to spend the few pennies they have on sweets because they represent an affordable treat and are also a way of transporting consumers back to the care-free days of their childhood when money worries just didn’t exist.  

Michael is still heavily involved in sourcing new sweets to add to the company’s ever-expanding range and marketing the brand. He is one of the country’s foremost experts on British confectionery, past and present.
A Quarter Of’s Range
The team at A Quarter Of has spent a long time tracking down consumers’ fizzy, chewy, boiled, fruity and chocolaty sweet favourites from the past!  They now sell over 700 lines.  This includes boiled sweets like Sherbet Lemons and Kola Kubes, chewy sweets like Mojos and Treacle Toffee, fizzy sweets like Space Dust and Refreshers and chocolate lines such as Fry’s Orange Cream and Brown Gems.  A Quarter Of also have a huge range of gift boxes for every occasion, whether it’s sweets consumers remember from the 50s, 60s, 70s or 80s, sweets for Dads for Father’s day or confectionery for a loved one.  The website also sells penny sweets, liquorice and boiled sweets by the jar and can offer special boxes and hampers of sweets for corporate clients and favours for the wedding market.  Furthermore, the website can personalize boxes of sweets for personal or corporate gifts.
Most Popular Sweets

The sweets that make up the top ten best sellers on A Quarter Of are as follows:

· Flying Saucers

· Wham Bars

· Foil Iced cups

· Anglo-Bubbly

· Sweet Tobacco

· Black Jacks

· Fruit Salad

· Rhubarb and Custard

· Pear Drops

· Milk Gums

What people miss and wish they would remake
A Quarter Of receives loads of enquiries from members of the public about sweets they remember from their youth.  The most popular requests are for Spangles, Pacers, Aztec Bar and Texan Bars.  When Nestle relaunched Texan bars (which were a chocolate covered chewy toffee bar from the 70s which was advertised by a Clint Eastwood style cowboy who proclaimed ‘Sure is a mighty chew’) as a limited edition in 2005, A Quarter Of sold 20,000 in just six weeks.

What is the furthest place sweets have been sent?
The furthest place A Quarter Of has sent sweets to date is to Japan.

-ends-
For further information about A Quarter Of or press samples, please contact Prunella Murray at Product PR on 07780 600180 or pr@aquarterof.com.
